SENIOR ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES

Monday, July 20, 2015
City Hall Conference Room
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

Present:

Absent:
Visitors:
Staff:

Darrell Test, Susan Bell, Pamela Bell, Charles Gaugler, Bobbie Jo Kelly, Jerome Grossie, Della Vickers,
Pauline Dedrick

Michael Britt

Larry and Gaylynn Beckham, Elaine Clemons, Wayne Baxter

Shelly Monroe, Parks and Recreation Administrative Assistant; Jermel Stevenson, Director of Parks and
Recreation Department; and Tammy Dana-Bashian, City Council Liaison; Keith Flournoy, Parks Division
Manager; Angela Smith, Recreation Division Manager

5.

The Chair, Della Vickers, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Quorum was present.

Consider approving the minutes from June 16, 2015.

Bobbie Jo Kelly motioned to accept the May 18, 2015 minutes. Jerome Grossie seconded
the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor to approve minutes.

Parks and Recreation Department — Angela Smith and Keith Flournoy

d.

Jerme! Stevenson began the presentation with mentioning this is the 30" year to
celebrate Parks and Recreation month. He covered the Department's focus of tourism,
juvenile crime prevention, air and water quality, health benefit services, and property tax.
He continued with a department overview and mission statement.

Angela Smith covered an overview of the Recreation Division regarding various
recreation, prevention and athletic programs, Rowlett Community Centre and Wet Zone
waterpark.

Keith Flournoy covered an overview of the Parks Division regarding the park system

including the developed parks, undeveloped parks, Kids Kingdom rebuild project along
with a couple other projects.
Questions asked and answers provided.

Communication for Seniors ~ Charles Gaugler

b.
c.

A handout was provided with ideas of discussion to open and maintain communications
with seniors.

Connect Rowlett was briefly reviewed.

A request for the senior calendar and senior newsletter to be placed on the city website
was made.

One result is to invite the city's Communication staff to a meeting so they can provide
answers to questions that may help with this topic.

A reminder that any person can come as a visitor to these board meetings and/or call a
Senior Advisory Board member to communicate needs, ask questions and/or obtain
updates was stated.

Tammy Dana-Bashian announced Mayor Gottel and herself spoke to seniors during
Table Talk. There were approximately 30 people in attendance. She expressed concern
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10.
11.
12.

because it appeared only 1 person acknowledged awareness of a Senior Advisory Board.
She agreed she would like to see communication with senior groups improve.

g. A conversation was held on ways to expand communication. T. Dana-Bashian suggested
delaying any new plans until after August 20" to see if any of the short term needs will
be approved for new budget. If approved then it will be an excellent opportunity to share
the new things to come for seniors.

Update on the City Council work session about short and long term planning needs for seniors.
a. D. Vickers commented City Council seemed to genuinely listen to the needs presented
and described the session as a pleasant experience.
b. City Council further tasked the board with how to conduct senior outreach to increase the
number of participants in the senior programming.
¢. Anticipate to hear from City Council’s decision after August 20, 2015.

Review ongoing programs — Della Vickers
a. Travel Fair will be held September 1% and hosted by AAA.
b. Financial Series: first presentation to be held October 13, 2015. In the process of
solidifying presentations from two financial vendors.

Annual Board and Commissions Volunteer Recruitment Fair July 30, 2015 at 6:00pm.
a. Although the agenda item has 6:00pm, the event is from 6:30pm — 8:00pm at the Rowlett
Community Centre.
b. D. Vickers encouraged members to be present to help recruit new members.

Update from City Council liaison, Tammy Dana-Bashian.

a. Boards and Commission applications for 2015 — 2016 are being accepted. T. Dana-
Bashian informed members the City Council will be discussing the composition of the
various boards and if changes should be considered. She asked members for their ideas
and feedback.

b. City of Rowlett has upgraded the Utility Billing software to Mint Bills. Customers now have
new customer and account numbers, which are needed to make online payments.

¢. Verbal support has been obtained for $4,800 from DART through the CDBG funds for ten
annual passes for seniors. Ways this could benefit more senior citizens is being explored.

No Senior concerns.
No Public Input and questions.
Public announcements

a. Wayne Baxter, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Chair, briefly shared information in
regards to the Kids Kingdom rebuild. He voiced opportunities for volunteer nesds and
donations. More detailed information can be found on the city website. Questions were
asked and answers provided.

b. D. Vickers said Irene Ortiz with H & R Block made contact and announced they are
looking to hire 100 part-time people and would like to reach out to seniors. A tax class is
required and will be held in September. The class times and locations are flexible to fit
any schedule. There is a $150 fee for the class but coupons are available that will reduce
the cost by approximately $100. Contact Irene Ortiz at 972-495-5881 if interested.

¢. D. Vickers announced the City of Richardson is hosting the 7 Annual Senior Awareness
Day Friday, August 7th 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the Richardson Civic Center Grand Hall.
The address is 411 W. Arapaho Road, Richardson, TX. Serves senior citizens
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of Richardson, Gartand, Sachse, Rowlett and surrounding areas. The purpose is to
provide information to seniors on resources available to them in these
communities. Event is free and is come and go with many exhibitors to visit.

d. D. Vickers updated members on a new scam alert in regards to the Rowlett police being
impersonated.

13.  No members of the board requested topics for future meetings.

14.  D. Test motioned for adjournment at 11:50 a.m. and S. Bell seconded the motion. Unanimous
vote in favor to adjourn.

Della Vickers, Chair el Stevenson, Director of Parks and Recreation
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